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JAMHaMMUKa yrpo3bl MCYe3HOBEHUA A3BIKOB:
Ha MpMMepe TPexX CeBEePHBIX TYHI'YCCKMX MAMOMOB
Poccuiickon Pegepanun

BpururTa IAKEHZIOP® =

NabopaTtopusa ANHAMUKM A3bIKOB HaLIMOHANBHOMO LieHTPa Hay4YHbIX NCCIe0BaHNA,
JluoH, ®paHyus
YHuBepcuTeT JltoMbep JINOH 2, JluoH, ®paHyus
X brigitte.pakendorf@cnrs.fr

BO/IbLUVMHCTBO A3bIKOB, Ha KOTOPbIX FOBOPSAT KOPEHHbIE Manounc/ieHHble Hapoabl CeBepa,
HaXoAUTCS NMOA Yrpo30ii NcUe3HOBeHMs Uan BeiMUpanus (Janhunen, 2010, Bromham et al., 2022).
BmecTe ¢ TeM, B XXM3HECMOCOOHOCTY OTAE/bHbIX A3bIKOB 1 AaXe BapnaHTOB OAHOrO A3blka MOTyT
HabNo4aTbCs CYLLLECTBEHHbIE pa3nnums. HanpumMep, TYHAPOBBIV HeHeLkuli (camoamiickas ce-
Mbs1) XOTSI U HAXOAMTCS MO O4EBUAHOW YrpO30i MCHE3HOBEHUS, HO MO-MPEXHeMy HacUUTLIBaeT
oKkos10 20000 HocKTenen, Npy 3TOM PasNnNynsa CUTyaLni permoHanbHbIX BApMaHTOB BeCbMa
cywecteeHHbI (Nikolaeva, 2014: 5-6). B To e BpeMsi HerMaanbCKnin A3bik (TyHrycckas cembs)
HaCUYNTLIBAET JINLLb HECKOJIbKO MOXW/bIX HOCUTENbHNLL, BAAJEHOLLNX TO/IbKO BEPXOBCKMM
rosopoM. OJHaKO, OH CMOT COXPaHWUTbLCS, B OTAINYME OT HM30BCKOr0O roBOpa, YbW nociejHmne
HOCUTENW yLwnum 13 xnsHm B 2010—2020 rr. (Pakendorf, Aralova, 2018). Cpeau dakTopos, Ko-
TOpble BAVSAIOT Ha XM3HECNoCobHOCTb A3blka Ha rNo6asbHOM YPOBHE, OCHOBHbLIMY SABAAIOTCS,
BO-NeEPBbIX, Pa3Mep pPeyYeBoro coobLLecTBa (KONMYECTBO HOCKTENe 3TOro A3bika Kak MepBoro),
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BO-BTOpPbIX, CTE€MEHb CBA3aHHOCTY A3bIKOBOIO COO6LLEeCTBa C APYrMMK cOObLLecTBaMu 1 ro-
POACKUMW LIeHTPaMu, B-TpeTbUX, ypoBeHb ¢OpMasibHOro LLKO/bHOIO 06pa3oBaHus. Bmecte
C TeM 3HaUUTeNbHOE BANSHNE Ha Pa3inNymns B YpOBHE BUTAJIbHOCTM TOIO MW MHOTO A3blKa
M Ha Yrpo3y ero nc4e3HOBEHMS MOTMYT OKa3blBaTb OTAe/IbHble pervioHa ibHble 0COB6eHHOCTH
(Bromham et al., 2022).

Paznnumns B cteneHn BUTaIbHOCTY A3bIKa Tak>Ke HabAAA0TCA B TPeX CeBEPHbIX TYHIYCCKNX
MANOMaXx, KOTOopble ABASIOTCS 06beKTOM Hallero nsyyeHus ¢ 2007 r.: NaMyHXUHCKWIA rOBOP 3BEeH-
CKOTO $3bIKa, Ha KOTOPOM roBOPAT B LieHTpe AKkyTuu (cM. MpunoxeHue 1), 6bICTPUHCKUI roBop
3BEHCKOrO A3bIKa, (LeHTp KamMuaTtku) 1 Hermaanbckuii asbik (HuxHee Mpramypbe Ha JanbHem
Boctoke Poccum). Tepputopmn Tpex o6LMH BOLLAW B COCTaB Poccnn B 17 Beke 1 B OANHAKOBOA
cTeneHu NoABEpPr/NCb COLMANbHO-NOANTUYECKUM N3MEHEHUSM, CBA3aHHbLIM C COBETCKOM 3MOXoM
(cm. Sablin, Savelyeva, 2011). HaceneHve Bcex Tpex TEPPUTOPUN OTHOCUTENBHO MASIOUNCIEHHO,
HacuYMTbIBaeT BCEro HECKO/IbKO COTEH YeNoBeK, M OTHOCUTENIbHO MOCTOAHHO Ha MNPOTSXXEHUN
6onbLueit yactu XX B. (Filippova, 2017; Kirillova, 2012: 117; Pevnov, Khasanova, 2006: 451-452).
XoTs BCceM TpeM nanomMam ornpegesieHHO YrpoXaeT cYe3HOBeHVe, OHW Haxo4ATCs Ha pas-
HbIX cTaguax BeIMUpaHus (Grenoble, Whaley, 2011: 40): HerMaanbCKMii A3bIK — 3acbiNaroLLmii
(Pakendorf, Aralova, 2018: 11), 6bICTPUHCKIMIA FOBOP — NPEPBAaHHBIA, a TaMYHXUHCKW roBop —
npepbiBatoWmiics. JaHHbI 0630p NOCBSLWEH paccMOTpeHnto pakTopoB, KOTOpble NpUBenmn
K Habn4aeMbIM CerofHs pasHbIM YPOBHSAM XM3HECNOCOOHOCTY 3TUX UAMOMOB, a Takxe npu-
UMHaM HabAaeMbIX Pas3NUni.

KnroueBble cnoBa: s3bikn Poccum, gemorpadus, yTpaTa s3bika, i3bIkoBoe pasHoobpasue,
OCBOEHVIe TeppuUTopuii

WcTopusa cTtaTbm: nonyyeHa 23 gekabps 2023; npuHaTa B nevaTb 28 peBpans 2024.

Ansa yntupoBaHus: [lakeHOop b. iInHamMKa yrpo3bl MCHE3HOBEHUS A3bIKOB: Ha MpuMepe
Tpex ceBepHbIX TYHIYCCKUX UANOMOB Poccuiickoii ®egepaunn [/ Macrosociolinguistics and
Minority Languages. 2024. T. 2. Ne 1. C. 102—106. doi: 10.22363/2312-797X-2024-2-1-102-106

Dynamics of language endangerment:
a comparison of three northern tungusic lects spoken
in the Russian Federation
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Most languages spoken by the so-called "small-numbered peoples of the North" are
currently highly endangered or extinct (Janhunen, 2010, Bromham et al., 2022). Yet there are
big individual differences in vitality between languages and even between dialects of individual
languages. For instance, the Samoyedic language Tundra Nenets — even though "definitely
an endangered language" — is still spoken by approximately 20,000 individuals, albeit with big
differences in vitality between regional varieties (Nikolaeva, 2014: 5-6). In contrast, the Tungusic
language Negidal is spoken by only a handful of elderly women, and it is only the Upper dialect of
Negidal that is still spoken, while the last speakers of the Lower dialect passed away in 2010-2020
(Pakendorf, Aralova, 2018). Factors that have an impact on language vitality at a global level
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are the size of the speech community (number of L1 speakers), the extent of connectedness
of the language community to other communities and urban centres, and the level of formal
schooling, but regional specificities can have a significant impact on differences in vitality and
endangerment (Bromham et al., 2022).

Differences in language vitality are also observable in three Northern Tungusic lects that
I have been studying since 2007: the Lamunkhin dialect of Even spoken in Central Yakutia, the
Bystraja dialect of Even spoken in Central Kamchatka, and Negidal, spoken in the Lower Amur
region of the Russian Far East (see Appendix 1). All three communities have undergone Russian
colonization in 17 century and the sociopolitical changes associated with the Soviet era (cf. Sablin,
Savelyeva, 2011), and all three are relatively small, numbering only several hundred individuals
during most of the 20™ century (Filippova, 2017; Kirillova, 2012: 117; Pevnov, Khasanova, 2006:
451—452). And yet, while all three lects are definitely endangered, they are at different stages
of the endangerment scale (Grenoble, Whaley, 2011: 40): Negidal is nearly extinct (Pakendorf,
Aralova, 2018: 11), Bystraja Even is moribund, and Lamunkhin Even is disappearing. In this
abstract, I discuss the factors that have shaped the current levels of language vitality among
these lects and the reasons for the observed differences.

Keywords: languages of Russia, demographics, language loss, language vitality, settlement
history
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MpunoxceHue 1/ Appendix 1

The Appendix contains photographs taken by the author of the publication
on the expeditions on the basis of which this extended abstract was written.

Puc. 1. Ceno CebaH-Kioénb B KobsiickoM ynyce Pecnybnnkum Caxa (AkyTtus, Poccust)

VcTouHmk: caenanHo b. MakeHaopd B akcneanmumsx,
Nno MaTepuanam KOTOpbIX HanucaHa AaHHas pacluMpeHHas aHHoTaums.

Figure 1. Sebyan-Kyuyol, rural locality in Kobyaysky District in the Sakha Republic (Yakutia, Russia)

Source: taken by B. Pakendorf on the expeditions on the basis
of which this extended abstract was written.

Puc. 2. Ceno 3cco B KamuaTckom Kpae Poccun, afMUHUCTPATUBHbIR LIEHTP BbICTPUHCKOro paiioHa

VicTounumk: caenanHo b. MakeHaopd B akcneanmumsi,
no mMaTtepuanam KOTOpbIX HanmncaHa AaHHas paclUMpeHHas aHHoTauus.

Figure 2. Esso, a village in Kamchatka Krai in Russia, administrative center of Bystrinsky District

Source: taken by B. Pakendorf on the expeditions on the basis
of which this extended abstract was written.

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS. REVIEWS. REVIEWS 105



Ilakendopd B. 2024;2(1):102-106
MACROSOCIOLINGUISTICS AND MINORITY LANGUAGES https://macrosociolingusictics.ru/MML/

Cnucox nurepatypsl / References

Bromham, L., Dinnage, R., Skirgard, H., Andrew, R., Marcel, C., Felicity, M., Simon, G., & Xia, H.
(2022). Global predictors of language endangerment and the future of linguistic diversity. Nature
Ecology & Evolution, 6(2), 163—173. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-021-01604-y

Filippova, V.V. (2017). Lamunkhinsky Evens: Population and settlement in 20th-21st centuries.
Naucnyj dialog, (9), 202—213. (In Russ.). https://doi.org/10.24224/2227-1295-2017-9-202-213

®uaunnoga B.B. TaMyHXNHCKME 3BEHbI: UNCIEHHOCTb 1 pacceneHne B XX—XXI Bekax [/
HayuHblii gnanor. 2017. Ne 9. C. 202—213. https://doi.org/10.24224/2227-1295-2017-9-202-213

Grenoble, L.A., & Whaley, L.J. (2011). The case for dialect continua in Tungusic: plural
morphology. Current Trends in Caucasian, East European and Inner Asian Linguistics: Papers in
Honor of Howard I. Aronson. John Benjamins Publishing Company. Amsterdam. P. 97—122. https://
doi.org/10.1075/cilt.246.10gre

Janhunen, J. (2010). North-east Asia. In C. Moseley (ed.). Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger.
Paris: UNESCO. P. 47—59.

Kirillova, A.L (2012). Bystrinskie eveny: istoriya izucheniya i vydeleniya gruppy [Bystrinsky
Evens: history of study and identification of the group]. Vestnik arxe-ologii, antropologii i étnografii,
(1), 113—120. (In Russ.).

Kupunnoea AV, BLICTPUHCKIE SBEHbI: UCTOPVIS M3YUYeHVs U BblAeneHWs rpynibl [/ BecTHUK
apxeosoruu, aHTponoaorum v aTHorpadpum. 2012. Ne 1 (16). C. 113—120.

Nikolaeva, L. (2014). A grammar of Tundra Nenets. Berlin, Boston: de Gruyter Mouton. https://
doi.org/10.1515/9783110320640

Pakendorf, B., & Aralova, N. (2018). The endangered state of Negidal: A field report. Language
Documentation and Conservation, (12), 1—14.

Pevnov, A.M., & Khasanova, M.M. (2006). Negidal'tsy i negidal’skii yazyk (obshchie svedeniya,
zvukovoi stroi, imennye chasti rechi) [Negidals and the Negidal language (general information,
sound structure, nominal parts of speech)]. Acta Linguistica Petropolitana, 2(1), 447—542. (In Russ.).

MesHoe A.M., XacaHoea M.M. HervaanblLbl 1 HerMaanbCcknin A3bik (06Lme cBegeHus, 3BY-
KOBOIA CTPOIA, UMeHHble YacTu peun) /[ Acta Linguistica Petropolitana. Tpyabl MHCTUTYTa INHT-
BUCTNYECKMX UccneaoBaHuii. 2006. T. 2. Ne 1. 447—542.

Sablin, 1., & Savelyeva, M. (2011). Mapping indigenous Siberia: Spatial changes and ethnic
realities, 1900—2010. Settler Colonial Studies, 1(1), 77—110. https://doi.org/10.1080/2201473X.
2011.10648802

CBefeHus 06 aBTOpE:

MakeHdop¢d bpuaumma — cTapLUNiA HayUHBbI coTpyAHMK (Directrice de recherche) flabopaTopun
AVHAMUKN A3bIKOB HaLlMOHaNbHOTO LIeHTPa HayYHbIX NCCNef0BaHWIA U YHUBepcuTeTa JltoMbep
JINoH 2. Hay4Hele uHMepecsl: LOKYMEHTMPOBAHME HErMAANbCKOro, MOYTM NCHE3HYBLLEro ceBep-
HOrO TYHTIYCCKOTrO A3bika HMXHero AMypa, BAVsiHME S3blIKOBbIX KOHTAaKTOB Ha AMBepcubrKaL Mo
3BEHCKUX AMANEKTOB, apeasibHas TUMOAorns CMBMPCKMNX A3bIKOB.

ORCID: 0000-0002-0816-9930

E-mail: brigitte.pakendorf@cnrs.fr

Bionote:

Brigitte PAKENDORF — a Senior scientist (Directrice de recherche) at the research unit Dynamique
du Langage of the CNRS (Centre national de la recherche scientifique) & Université Lumiére
Lyon 2. Research interest: the documentation of Negidal, a nearly extinct Northern Tungusic
language of the Lower Amur, contact influence in the diversification of Even dialects, and the
areal typology of Siberian languages.

ORCID: 0000-0002-0816-9930

E-mail: brigitte.pakendorf@cnrs.fr

106 HAYYHbIE COBbITVA. OB30PbI. PELIEH3SWN



